
Save the Clyst

We need your help, and time is short.

As you probably know, we and the landowners of the Clyst 
Valley have spent several years opposing the Lower Clyst 
Project. This is a scheme promoted by the Environment 
Agency and RSPB to effectively flood all the flatland in the 
Clyst Valley on high tides to create intertidal habitat.

The entire Environment Agency case has been charac-
terised the propaganda and half-truths. We have a report 
which casts serious doubt on the validity of a Disturbance 
Study of birds in the Exe estuary. Although the EA insists 
that they are merely following the demands of the Euro-
pean Habitats Directive in replacing lost habitat in the Exe 
estuary, they are unable to show us where this lost habi-
tat is. In fact, their argument is theoretical, but it suits their 
case. They keep repeating the mantra of “habitat crea-
tion”, when in fact we all know we have a perfectly good 
habitat which they aim to destroy. We think this scheme 
has many other flaws, too numerous to mention here. 

By their own admission, the project threatens the road 
across Topsham flats, one of only two major routes into Ex-
eter from East Devon. Without this road, Topsham would ef-
fectively become a cul-de-sac, and die. Although they have 
no funding in place to deal with this major threat, they want 
us to go along with the plan. At a recent meeting of Clyst 
landowners, 20 out of 20 people present agreed our contin-
ued opposition.

When this project first became public, we were told that if 
we didn’t want the project, it wouldn’t happen. Six years on 
we are still telling the EA we don’t want the project, but they 
seem not to be listening.

The project is now in a consultation phase, which closes 
next Monday, March 4th. We need you to add your voices to 
ours. We respectfully request that you send an e-mail along 
the lines of “we agree with the Clyst landowners and Bridge 
Inn objection to the Lower Clyst Project, and look forward to 
seeing your responses to their detailed criticisms and ques-
tions”.
 

Do you want this on every spring tide?

Please send your objection NOW to:

Martin Davies
martin.davies1@environment-agency.gov.uk

Please also copy me in, or contact me if you have any further 
questions. I would be pleased to share our detailed criti-
cisms with you, but don’t want to bore you now:

nigel@cheffers.co.uk

THREATENED

THREATENED

THREATENED


